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CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 



[A 



Pharmaceutical dosage form comprisina/a central core including a 
pharmaceutical agent in a controlled-re'lease composition, said core having 
two exposed opposite end surfaces ancl a peripheral surface at an outer 
edge of said core extending between said two opposed end surfaces, said 
peripheral edge surrounded by a diffusion-limiting sleeve, wherein said 
sleeve limits the diffusion of fluids into said core. 
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Pharmaceutical dosage form, as recited in Claim 1, wherein said core and 
said sleeve are cylindrical and said/opposite surfaces are circular. 



Pharmaceutical dosage for; 
said sleeve is less than^the 




cited in Claim 2, wherein the length of 
eter of said sleeve. 



Pharmaceutical dosage formes peeked in Claim 1, wherein said 
pharmaceutical agent ccfrn^pi^es an agent selected from troglitazone, 
rosiglitazone, or proglitazone. 

Pharmaceutical dosage form, as redted in Claim 1, wherein said 
diffusion-limiting sleeve material/comprises at least one of ethylcellulose 
and polymethacrylate (Eudragit 



Pharmaceutical dosage for 
plasticizer. 



Pharmaceutical dosagj 
comprises at least 
tributylcitrate. 




in Claim 5, further comprising a 



pited in Claim 6, wherein said plasticizer 
itrate, dibutylsebacate, glycerin, and 



8. Pharmaceutical dosagsfform, as Fecited in Claim 1, wherein said core 
further comprises a rrptrix materials 
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Pharmaceutical dosage form, as recited in Claim 8, wherein said matrix 
material comprises at least one material selected from the group consisting 
of polyethylene glycol, polyvinylalcohol, polymethacrylate, cellulose 
acetate phthalate, polyvinylpyrrolidone, hydroxypropylcellulose phthalate, 
hydroxypropylmethylcellulose, hydroxyproplymethylcellulose acetate 
succinate, hydroxypropylcellulose, hydroxypropyethylcellulose, and 
polysorbate 80. 

Pharmaceutical dosage form, as recited in Claim 9, wherein said matrix 
material comprises polyvinylpyrrolidone'and polyethylene glycol. 

Pharmaceutical dosage form, as recited in Claim 10, wherein said 
polyethylene glycol comprises polyethylene glycol having a molecular 

I 



weight ranging from 400 tojtffiy. 



Pharmaceutical dosage form, 
surfaces are planar and are 



Recited in Claim 1, wherein said opposite 
rallekto each other. 



Pharmaceutical dosage form, as recited in Claim 1, wherein said 
pharmaceutical agent comprises troglitazone and wherein said core further 

comprises a matrix material comprising polyvinylpyrrolidone and 

/ 

polyethylene glycol 400. / 



Pharmaceutical dosage form, as recited in Claim 13, wherein said 
diffusion-limiting sleeve material comprises a material selected from the 
group consisting of at least^on^of ethylcellulose and polymethacrylate. 

Pharmaceutical dosage form, as recited in Claim 14, further comprising a 
plasticizer. 



Pharmaceutical dosage form, as recited in Claim 15, wherein said 
plasticizer comprises at least one of triethylcitrate, dibutylsebacate, 
glycerine, and tributylcitrate. 
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Method of making a pharmaceutical dosage^form comprising coextruding 
an indefinite length of a central core including a pharmaceutical agent 
disposed in a controlled-release composition, surrounded by a 
diffusion-limiting composition, and slicing said co-extrudate across the 
longitudinal axis thereof. 

Method of making a pharmaceutical^d^s^ge form, as recited in Claim 17, 
wherein said co-extrudate is permitted to harden before said co-extrudate 
is sliced across the longitudinal axis thereof 

Method of making a pharmaceutica^aosage form, as recited in Claim 17, 
wherein said co-extrudate is sliced/across the longitudinal axis thereof in 
parallel, perpendicular to said longitudinal axis. 



Method of making a pharmaceutical dosage form, as recited in Claim 17} 
wherein said co-extrudate is heated to ^/temperature in the range of 30°C 
to 250°C. 

Method of making a pharmaceutical dosage form, as recited in Claim 20, 
wherein said co-extrudate is l)6ated to a temperature in the range of 40°C 
to 200°C. 

Pharmaceutical dosagCTopmAs recited in Claim 1, wherein said 
composition is intr^u^edjmo a capsule. 

Method of making a pharmaceutical dosag'e form, as recited in Claim 1 9, 
wherein said co-extrudate is sliced witl/a laser across the longitudinal axis 
of the co-extrudate in parallel, perpendicular to said longitudinal axis. 

/ ^ 

Pharmaceutical dosage form, as recited in Claim 1, wherein the core of 
said composition/is released by erosion. 



